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While They promiſe them Liberty, they 
themſelves are the Servants of Cor- 
ruption : for of whom a Man is over. 
come, of the ſame is he brought in 
Bondage. | | 


IBERTY is ſo pleaſant and agreeable 
to the Sons of Men, that no advantage 
in Life, nor even Life it ſelf, can be 
more paſſionately deſir d than this ex- 
© cllent Bleſſing. Nothing is more highly valued 
thn the Real enjoyment of it, and nothing 
nore eaſily deceives us than its vain Shadow, and 
lattering appearance. The Temptation certainly 
licceeds, which recommends it ſelf, by the en- 


mevailing force, 
As ſoon as our firſt Parents were permitted to 
a) eat freely of the Fruit of every Tree of the Gar- 


(en, but of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 


i, the Enemy of Mankind ſeem d to pity their 
londition, and to repine at that one reſtraint 
mich was laid upon them. By an inſinuating 


Weſtion, he pretended to learn the nature of 
heir State, and the terms upon which their Hap- 


neſs depended; and when he heard the Thing 
forbidden, and the Penalty denounc'd, he ridi- 
ald the dreadful Sentence, as vain Words, and 

(a) Gen. 2. ) 


2 inſigni- 


ring name, and puts on the charms of Liberty; 
ad the Tempter is too well acquainted with its 
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dulous Woman no longer to bear the Confine. 


: = 
inſignificant Terrors, and perſwaded the too cre. 


ment, which he repreſented as unreaſonable, but 
to embrace the Privilege that was deny'd her: 
he encourag d her to caſt off the deluſion that waz 
ſpread over her, that (a) her Eyes might be open d 
and ſhe might be as God, knowing Good and Evil: 
and ſhe 2 the forbidden Fruit, and did eat, aud 
gave alſo unto her Hurband with her. But behold 


the fatal conſequence! They, and in them all] 


Mankind, are driven out of Paradiſe, to bear a 
wretched Slavery, to (b) Till the Ground that was 
accurs d for their ſakes, and to eat their Bread in 


ſorrow, and the ſweat of their Face, till they return 


to the Duſt from whence they were taken. 
And their deluded Offspring are ſtill equal- 


ly fond of the falſe ſhew of Liberty, and till 


equally diſappointed. (c) Come on, (ſay they) let us 


enjoy the good things that are preſent, and let us ſpeedi. 


uſe the Creatures like as in Youth, Let none of us 


go without his part of our Voluptuouſneſ : let us leave 


Tokens of our Joyfulneſs in every plate: for this is our 
Portion, and our Lot ij ths: 40 ſuch things they ima- 
gin and are deceiv d: for their own Wickeaneſs hath 
blinded them. | 

While the Children of Men lay in this deplo- 
rable State, the Son of God look d down upon us 
from the Throne of Glory, and beheld us 2) 4 
and bound with the chain of our Sins, and in the fi- 


tifulneſs of his great Mercy he came to looſe us from 
(e) the Bondage of our Luſts, and the Slavery of (. 
ruption, and tranſlated us into the glorious Liberty of 


the Children of God, that we might perform that 
Service which us perfect freedom. | 


(a) Gen. 2.5. (b) ver. 17; 19. (c) Wiſd. 2. 6,9. (a) yer. 21. 
(e) Rom. 8. 21. 3 | 
But 
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- Bat even his Kindneſs was abus' d, and in the 


bo 1 . . - 
e errlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity there Roſe up evil 
ut nen, pretending to extraordinary Meaſures of 


Light and Knowledge, and turning the true Chri- 
tan Liberty into the vileſt Licentiouſneſs: Men 


Int cancell d all the obligations of Religion, 
V: paded a general toleration for Vice, and encou- 
uigd their Brethren to commit all manner of Ini- 
duty (a) with Greedmeſs. . Againſt theſe Pernicious 
111 WY &ducers St Peter guarded his Flock, by ſhewing 


how vain their pretences were, and how impro- 
bable it was that they ſhould give Liberty to 
others, who were themſelves the Servants of cor- 
mption, = 71 

And that we may be guarded againſt the like 
Dangers, we may. conſider, 


Fiſt, That the Sons of Wickedneſs deceive 
themſelves and others with the promiſes of 

CONE. dt; 5 

And Secondly, That they are in the mean time 
' the Servants of Corruption, overcome by their 
Sins, and brought in Bondage by them. 


And Firſt, That the Sons of Wickedneſs deceive 
themſelves and others with the promiſes of Li- 
erty, Our gracious God has made our Intereſt 
dur Duty, and ſet a fence about our Happinels, 
y commanding us to do thoſe things that tend 


J our Advantage; and forbidding thoſe things 
m only, that are Hurtful and Pernicious to us. 


Very Branch of our Duty affords pleaſure and 
of WM bsfaction, either while we perform it, or when 
at 


e reflect upon it. And every Sin is either in it 
{If or its conſequences, full of ſorrow and trou- 
e: we enjoy as large an extent of Liberty as is 
Onliſtent with our Safety, and there is a ſufficient 
| (a) Eph. 4: % © ©”, com- 
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compaſs of Happineſs, within the bounds of In. 
But fooliſh Man is tempted by an unhappy c. 


him, andnot contented with the pure and untaint- 


way, and labours to remove theſe reſtraints, and 


willing to live under this Authority, and confine 
- himſelf to a regular courſe of proceeding, anc 


according to the bent of his Inclination, embrace 


08] 


nocence and Virtue. 


- 


riofity to venture beyond the Rules which Ink. 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs have preſcribd to 


ed Pleaſures of Religion, he ſuſpects there is ſome. ua 
thing more deſirable in the forbidden paths offi 
Sin. He is ambitious to learn more than God haz 
thought fit to diſcover to him, and with an im- 
pious preſumption he prys into the depths of Sin Het 
and ſeeks after imaginary Happineſs, till he is 
acquainted with real Miſery. 

Could he attain to ſuch a Point as he is com- n 
manded never to reach after, he thinks he ſhould Want 
enjoy the utmoſt Satisfaction, and be poſſeſs d off 


-all the Liberty and pleaſure that his Heart can an 


wiſh for: and he looks with envy and impatience 
upon every lett and hindrance that is caſt in his 


leyel all the limits that are round about him, that 
his ſupposd Happineſs may flow in upon him 
like (a) a wide breaking in of Waters. | 
Our Reaſon is plac'd as a Guardian Angel to 
watch over us for our Good; and whilſt Man is ſo 
kind to himſelf as to follow the direction of this 
faithful Guide, he is ſatisfied with all his Actions 
and reviews his Conduct with delight and ap- 
probation. abi! e 
But tho the Authority of Reaſon is never ex 
ercis d, but for his greateſt Intereſt, yet he 15 un- 


imagins he ſhould be better ſatisfied, were he tc 
regard no Rule, obey no ſuperior Power, but Ach 


(O 30. 1 + eyery 


79 

ery Temptation that preſenteth it ſelf, and give 
l his paſſions and Affections their full ſcope and 
general indulgencte.. 1 
and when he has obtain d his admir'd Liberty, | 
bjenſlaving his Reaſon, tho he cannot but per 
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| 
: ive the wretched effects of it, yet he is ſo infa- id 
„ ated as to be fond of his Chains, and not only | | 
binds them upon himſelf, but engages others in | | 
e ſame deceitful Snare, under a pretence of 4 
Making them Free. He now ſets up for the Deli- | 


yerer of Mankind, and pretends to be a mighty 
Advocate for Liberty. He ridicules the fears of 
ſengeance as the tokens of a mean, abject Spirit, 
und tenderneſs of Conſcience, as an effeminate 


- | 
d d unmanly weakneſs. He complains of the pre- [0 
ofidices that are imbib d, in a Religious Education, | 
nad the narrow {laviſh Sentiments, that are unwa- 1 
cel ly entertain d by unexperiencd Youth, And 1 
us rden he beholds them trembling upon the brink 1 
ad Wickedneſs, and making their firſt approaches 1 


b Sin, with caution and modeſty, he perſwades 1 
them to break thro all their Scruples at once, and 0 
reſcue themſelves by one vigorous effort from all 01 
the reſtraints of Reaſon, and the checks of Con- 
ence, Then he aſſures them they will be entirely 
tLiberty, and have a true enjoyment of Pleaſure. 
Thus the Man that is addicted to Drunkenneſs 
ad Debauchery, looks with a mixture of Con- 
tempt and Pity upon thoſe (a) that will not run with 
lin into the ſame exceſs of Riot, and intreats them W 
blive no longer by formal Rules and Obligations, = 
ind no more deny themſelves the Pleaſures of 
Life, thro a cowardly fear of injuring their Health, 
nd impairing their Fortune. OO 
fe that has accuſtom'd himſelf to Blaſphemy 
ud Profaneſs, and given his Tongue the moſt 
(a) 1 Pet. 4. 4. Im- 
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— 


1 (6) 
Impious Liberty of Speech, deſpiſes them that 
have as yet a Veneration for their Maker, and 
(a) ſet a Watch over the door of their Lips : and en- 
deavours to laugh away their Fears, and rally them 
into the ſame neglect of a Great and Terrible God. 
(6) With our Tongue (lays he) will we prevail, our Lip 
are our own, who # Lord over uw? 

The Paſſionate and Revengeful Man, declares 
that it is the ſweeteſt Liberty to execute Revenge, 
and to give himſelf full ſatisfaction for every A. 
front that is offer d him, and thinks that none bu 
little timorous Souls, can be unwilling to Sacrifice 
their Intereſt, their Life, their Immortal Souls, to 
that Dar ling Idol, their Honour; and as long ag 
any conſideration reſtrains them from acting ag 
Fury and Malice ſhall direct, he tells them, they 
Affront themſelves, and deſerve to be Inſulted 
and Trampled on, _ 1 
The Ambitious or Covetous Worldling that has 
made Religion bend to his ſordid Deſigns, and us( 
the vileſt means for the attainment of his End, 
applauds himſelf for conquering every Difficulty, 
and leaving nothing to moleſt or hinder him in 
the purſuit of Greatneſs, and condemns the Policy 
of thoſe that keep a ſtrict regard to the Principles 
of Juſtice, and expect to riſe in the World, while 
they confine themſelves to -the narrow Paths 0 
Honeſty and Integrity. ol. -- 0 
And the Atheiſt: that rejects the Belief of an-. 
other Life, becauſe in this only he has Hope, and 
will not acknowledge there is a God, becauſe he 
has reaſon to wiſh there were none; This preju 
dic d, blinded Wretch, that claims the peculia 
Privilege of Thinking freely, labours to recom 
mend his abſurd Opinions to other Men, by feeny 
5 81 (.) Bal: 14 T. 3. (0) Pf. 12. 4. 2 
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ing 
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0 hives \comp 
forth his charitable Hand (as he vain- 
7 calls it) to pull off the Scales from their Eyes, to 
the; Fetten which have been deliver d down 
4 them: from their Forefathers, and releaſe 3 
om the dnperſtitious Invent ions of Prieſts, and th 
Aubitrary Impoſitions of Princes. And how falſe 
ever theſe Suggeſtions are, youn muſt be confeſs d, 
They too often prevail. 


ches at the ſpecious overtures of Liberty, and 
berefore plucks up the good Seeds that were 
fm in his Education, and renounces the Principles 
of Religion 3 and he perſwades himſelf he ſhall then 
be perfectly Free, when he has vanquiſh d his Rea- 
on and Conſcience, and can Indulge every Brutiſh 


don, and ne and Triumph in Blaſpheming 
Living Thus he raſhes on madly, till he is 


Mende with Guilt; and then he is in perfect Poſ- 
n of his fancied Liberty. 


Imprudent choice of the Prodigal Son. He liv'd with 
ind and indulgent Father, and wanted nothin 
that was convenient for him: But a Father's Houſe 
lem d to be too cloſe a Confinement, and his affe- 
n. Kionate Care and watchful Oblervation:. ſtrook too 


Fortune at a diſtance, and ſpend it without control}, 
de concluded he ſhould then be Maſter of himſelf, 


4 0) Luke 15 1 iz. EY 1 
n B | me: 


aſſionate ſenſe of their Slavery; 


\The- Youth that has juſt er ans 
we. of his Parents or Guardians, immediately 


Appetite, Murder any one that provokes his Paſ- 
vorn = with Diſeaſes, cover d with Infamy, and 


And there is a lively Emblem of his Caſe in the 


nch gent an awe upon him; and could he but enjoy his 


ud as Happy as Freedom could make him. And 
wah theſe miſtaken Thouglits, (a) he ſaid to hun Fa- 
* Father , gios me the portion of en that an to 


| ( 8) 
mern nat many Day! after, Be gather d ol 
dn wobl — ia fie 2 
5 ta with Mardar Liningto (ing O 
1v#laving allowid Himſeix dnidttheexttavaganci 
of Fonth;'ohe> was: redudud::t6 inch crextremiry; c 
 wint;1thathe) he foyn di tinfelf to:a Citizen; of that (un 
| tity; hd ſent hint imm Ihe & mide 1 
| hold enn ſervile Employment? and the Nenn 
of his — ſo vile — contæmptible, that 
coald ndtSublift upon it; hut being ready to pil 
wur Hunger, he would: fais have: fl u his Belly ng 
Fins ks; thati the S mine lid eat: and n Man gave 1 
1 His defir'd Läberty was chang di into ſo har 
a Slavery that it wasmow:his: higheſt Ambition t 
be ſe) un hired Servakt of bu Father. 1. 
Thus do the Sons of Wickedneſs deceive then 
ſelves und others with the promiſes of Liberty! 
169% aut 25 310 18 11 #1 
And, as we are Second dly to confi 
the mean time be 22 8 Sd 2 | 
their Sins, and brongh t in 


Aud this ungrateful Truth may be proyd by 0 
TI following particulars ? e e ay 3 


. Their Reaſon is i is Prought into Gajectiong 
60455 TED #90 ections. 
Lo 


— — PRs REN — * * * 
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er, Thiey are i 
tion, overcome by 
them. 


ey cannot recover the Power they hay 
A 95 7 ng, it türn d againſt them. | 

And are, conſtrain'd to Sin on, thi 

£441 yu den Sicknch and Death be the Conſe 

1. os aces ow It, AL to obey their Vices, eyel 

when th they are. ff, to fan, (4) t there no ple 

275 in them, |, _ 
And aft, Their Reaſon is brought into ſubj 
Aion to their vile Luſts and Affections. This is a 


0 Luke 15. 15. On ver. 16, 0 ver. 19. (4) 1 Eceleſ. 12. L. 
Unn 


(9) 

gaatcivab Sate; and everyit that is unnatural 

pconfeqaently uneaſy, |! 5 { jtor 231 + 7 

Cod has given our Reafbh the ſupreme Autho- 

ty wathinios, and endu dt with Light from above, 
ut it may! (a) diſcern beimeen Gusd ind Bad, and go- ll 

ern our various Paſſions, as he'(B:gave Solbman: zWife ä 

þ ao Under handing Heareyichan he might (0) Fudge —= || 

Benni dini could nut be mm, Bare cu,mq f 4 | 

| 


ae % bagdginos gved volt bag erin 5 
The Paffions have no diſcerning Faculty, but ruſh 
* vnh fury and violence: They are capable of j 
ei welt applied, if they ave directed by :Reafon; | 
GW hen they are left to themitlves; they make no il 
lſtintion between ws Virtue, bat are un- I 
uy Bvils,>perpetually running into Miſchief. it 
While Reaſon retains the Reins of Government, | l 
keeps the Poſſeſſion of that Throne in which * 

Got = lac d it, all is calm and peaceful within; 

tor Faculty commanding us to pleafe ut 
con and Redeemer ;'/the Affections adding Life 
Spirit to our Endeavours; and the Will chear- | 
j 7 rflorming its appointed Work. For the com- 
Wands of | Reaſon are agreeable to our Nature; its 'of 
Ine 4 eaſy; and its Burtben Light; But if this be de- 1 
ed from its high Station, the Soul becomes like 4 
IU) a Troub/e#'Seagand the irtegular change produces 1 


1 order, (2) confuſion, and. rvrry gi mort. Tlie Pals 4 
Mons bring broken down their proper:beunds,! vye 1 
ch each gthen for the maſtery/-and equally claim 


re aſurp d Power! They care ib widely different 
dat diſtracted Man is utterly unable to anſwer their 
bntrary Demands, and knows not which to bey: 
WH the difference till grows wider; whilſt they oon · 
P 4 only i ñporeaſing rene and iu 


pon his Reaſon tt nn e “f 28 
n 1 (Over, 121 (9) ver. 89. (d) 15.57.20 0 A 05 
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and then inſtead of obeying: One Suppos d Tyrant 


culties in the diſcharge of their Duty, ceaſe not te 


Arbitrary Paſſions, and Imperious Luſts; and thet 


mies (a) ſay 10 their Souls; Bom domn that me may g 
over) and they lay their Body as the ground, and as 


are them Spirit ji 


when d) her Advenſuriet were the chief, ber Enemies pri 


complaint of Sion, (d) Ihe Crown 1s 3 e ou 


( ro » | 

When this was yet in its full Force, and m 
tand its juſt Dignity, the Mind might be _ 
par d to a well order d State, that was Govern d by 
a prudent and careful Prince, who conſulted the 
Welfare of his People, and mags their Intereſt th the 
Rule of all his Actions. 

But alaſs! The — of che beſt 
Pridces: has been thought too hard by ſome reſtleſ 
Spirits, and they have complain d of Grievances and 
ſought for Redreſs, by Tumults and Rebellion, ti 


at length, they have wreſted his Power from hi 


they have render q themſelves ene to a Thouſan 
Real One. 

And in e ahes Children as Men un 
willing to be curb d by the mild reſtraints of Rea 
ſon, and creating to themſelves innumerable Difiy 


violate it, till they have forc'd it to yield to. theit 


they become Subject to that Inſolence which the 
have endeavour d to heighten, and are made th 
ſport and ſcorn of an Infinite variety of Vices whic 
they have rais d to Power. Their inſulting Ene 


f r . oO===t = 


Street to them that . 80 0 and coward| 


— 


And their Conditios 200 0 the that of Sion 


wy oo O5=- = 


Per d, un ber Children were gone into Captivity befor 
the:Burmy.'(c) Their Necks are under Perſecution, the 
labour; ah have; no ret. And they may take up the 


a—_— - > 


Head: woe unto us that we have Sinn d. 


Ai. | 1% 1231; (*) Lm. . 5. (e) Lam. 3. 3 
nod 4 


— 


— "Aa 


— 
— . A He 
K 1 . of 


(u) ; 
- The: fats of heir Minds is as Irr 


egular as that 
which Solomon deſcrib d, when he ſaid, (a) I. haue 
2 Servants upon Horſes, and Princes walking as. Ser- 
pants upon the Earth. And the Curſe that was de- 
noancd againſt Iſrael, ſeems to be come upon them: 
(6) Becauſe thou ſerveaſt not tha Lord thy God with 'Foy- 
fuſs, and with gladneſs of Heart for the abundance of 
al things; therefore ſhalt thou ſerve thine Enemies which 
th Lord ſpall ſend againſt thee, in Hunger andin'Tharſt, 
and in Nakeaneſs,. — in want of all things, and he ſhall 
pit a Yoke of Iron upon thy Neck. And we may Expo- 
Kala with them, as God did with his People, (0) /s 
faul a. Servant? 1s he a home. born Slave? Why as he 
frild? Why do they ſuffer ſuch Indigoitiss. to be 
alt upon them 2; Why do they ſuffer; their Reaſon 
v be cover d with Reproach? Alaſs ! Their Rea- 
* is ſenſible of theſe —— it cannot be igno- 
unt of its Reproach, for that indeed would leſſen 
ther Miſery; but it Ae not Arengeb en to 
reſcue it ſelf. For nou 
44% They cannot. recover the Power they hand 
bt, but find it turn d againſt them. And this is 
thuidantly provd by daily Experience: every com- 
plance with Sin weakens the Sinner, and renders 
lim leſs able to reſiſt its Aſſaults. Thoſe Vices 
#luch at firſt he could hardly be perſwaded to com- 
My in proceſs of time he can hardly ever abſtain 
from, The Temptation which us d gently to inſi- 
muste it ſelf, and court him to embrace it, now 
breaks in upon him with violence; and inſolently 
bids him ſurrender: and thoſe Luſts that have taken 
loſſeſſion of his Boſom, grow obſtinate by cuſtom, 
and maintain the Ground they have gotten: and to 


addicted to Vice, Rane ſignifies, io . 
lay'g dto it. TOt- ; e 211 ys Hain vine! S112 111 


0 Eccleſ. 10. 1. (b) 8 48. 8 14. bl e 
A a Before 
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( 235 
::Before: che Diunkard bas tecbver d from the glu. 
foit\which bus fit! OH Ihtempbramee has given hin 
kw.uncgly\Appetites force him pon another; und 
Hb unnaturùl Thirſt requires the duſtòmary draught 
white his Stomach rejects the loathſoine Burthen, / 
-{\Kle that follow ths Womun, gives up him: 
elf o her diſpoſal; and'cafts\dowin his precious Soul 
at her Feet; hid Renon does in wuin temonſtrate 
agaimibits his Will in vain draws back from à dom. 
pPfiancee, for b5 Herd i boy "Ring: and foo el 
mm berſuebenr ſtu wild e 11 
The Man that hae gates Paſſion, by letting | 
© loaſe\to-work its Revenge, has kindled a Flame" 
toooviclent/t&'be enchth and expos'd himſelf ta 
an Adderſary chat tbdlever permit him to ward an 
his Guard, never allow him td lie down in Safety: 
heig'obnoxious 10 than wôrſt of Rvils, that it n 
ente io the Heart of 'Man to conteiva; and they are be 
yn rage wi Hand to ?accempliſh his De- p 
Al 
& 


ſtruction. (a) For he that hath _— over hu own 
= 1 lil b thut ij broken ulomy and without 
A % The ſle. — — raiſes a Storm and 
empeſt — And as foo as he fuſpects 
— leatt Injury is done te tis Honour,” his An. 
ger Bids ( him*caſt Firebeandt, Hrrom ani Death, 
atidprocure his Adverſat ies Ruin at the expence of 
evety/thing-thar'is dear to him in oel, euer 
thing that van be deſir id /in the herr. 
Wand her that has — by In- 
jultice-and' Oppreſfion; tho he has gotten more 
than he can ene; i Kill: compell d 10 labour for 
more and defilei himſel6 witch choſe vile, (candalons 
Meafures; which even his covetous Soul cannot but 
abhor. And he:Jies/ under a feeniing neceſſity of 
going on in the {ame filthy Paths; for one aden 


Pr g. (b) Prov. 26 1. 
noted © a rat ; | Artißce 


TY 
er & requics another to- palliate a 
i. ho;perpetiially;ichanges!: round becauſe it 


dad changing; be ſtill treads an the Mire. 
ud how much-foever the Rock mMay:boaftiof 
je Librey'of his Thoug] . and Action 
vet. <1 moſt! eſpegially abe Sertun ** 
Tia this that binds him in Chains uf 2 and 
covers; ham with the groſſelſt Prejudice. Tus this 
that obliges him to contradict the Judgment of all 
Nations and Ages, 
Thoughts; And atis this that makes him de 
Is Being, and renounce the hopes af Immortality, 
l Realon is dored to contend againſt} it ſelf, 


th Brake: that peru, are employ dito proue that 
e is only upon a Level with! them. nd. while 
he rejects the de ching, Proofs of the Being of u 
bod, he implicitelyivelicres: the moſt palpable 
wanlictians aud greedily ſwaltows the greateſt 


When a Min: is-conquerdrby; Sin, he not only 
&clares that the Enemy is ſtranger than himſelf, 
but alſo yeilds up his Strength, to be employ dd in 


Vanquiſh d became the Vaſſals of the Conquerour; 
ry nd as ſoon as they had yielded to him, they paſs d 


under the Yoke, and ſubmitted to the ignominious 


u- W'okens of Slavery. They had no longer any Right 
ro et Title to themſelves, but were the Adverſa- 
of I bert to be ene of according o His 


ut And chis Caſtor i 1s Kill a by Sint Hör 
of when the wretched Sinner has habituated himſeif to 
eſt it it Inſults and Triumphs over him, 'Leaas him Ca: 

ſte waitherſoeyer 1 it pleaſes, claims thoſe noble Fa- 
ice culties 


fuks under him, but notwithſtantling all his ſhiſt- 


and even his own Impartial 


n thoſe var yi Faculties that diſtinguiſh him om 


Abſurdities. 8 1110 1 40 59409005 Bak Oil n 21 | 


the: Service of his Enemy. In Ancient times the 


(14) 
8 | RR he the ſervice of Cod, 
renders to'the na ht Com 
af every Brutiſh L = TOW, zun 8 { f _ 
It was the Character of Ahab, that (a) be fol hag 
ſelf to work Wickedieſs.; and it may be alſo applied to to 
every one that is yy ina _ of Sin. They 
have actually Sold theimſelves, and quitted itn 
Birth; right fo the ſake of Corruptible Pleaſures, 
and hs Wages of *Untighteouſnaſs. | nd whatſoever 
Talents they are enilu d with, they cannot call 
them their o.wu; they are entirely devoted to the 
| mond olf; Maſters, and ſubſervient to the wanton 
ruelty of a Barbarous Tyrant 

.- And they are far more Miſerable than if thej 
were barely conquer d; for there is ſome lt 
ction in remembr ing that we ſtrove as long as we 
chuld, b and exerted our utmoſt Endeavours, till 
we avere at laſt compell d to yeild to a prevailing 
Power. But the Sons of Wickedneſs have this to 
aggravate their Slavery, that they betray d them- 
ſelves into it, and accepted of a thing of Ron in 
exchange for their Immortal Souls. | 
And hair Vices till preſerve: wa Dominion over 
them: 5 24:0 7110 

For 34), They are . * lin on; tho 
Diſgrace, . Sickneſs and Death are the Conſequence 
ot it, and to obey their Vices, even when they are 
fore d to ſay, There j no Pleaſure in them. We may 
fiad a proper Repreſentation of their State in 
the unhappy Samſon, when he had (5) ſhew'd all hi 
EHtart to the Enticing Delilah, (c) the Philiſtanes took 
him, and put out bis Eyes, and bound him with = 
of: Braſs,” and be did grind in the Priſon-houſe: (d ) an 
when their Hearts were merry, they Jaia, 0 all for Jo 
for, that he may mate us ort. 


> 25. "ty Judges 16. 18. apa 21. (4) mas 


( 15) 

Whatever Difficulties Men may complain of in 
the ways of Religion, they endure infinitely more 
and greater in the Service of Sin. They pretend in- 
[ded to enjoy their Youth, but they profuſely caſt 


"WT it away; they call the Indulging their Vices, the 
' making a true uſe of their Fortune, but it brings 
(WY them to Poverty, and leaves them nothing to Sup- 


port them, when they are little elſe but Rotteneſs 
and Corruption. They think it a mark of a Gal- 
nt Generous Spirit, to Sin without fear or con- 
tern; but they are bow d down to the accurs'd 


when it renders them Infamous, and coyers them 


uh Contempt. n 5 

How many do we ſee, who are juſt poſſeſs d of a 
a plentiful Fortune, which has been laid up in ſtore 
u for them by the care and induſtry of their Fore- 
chers, who immediately reduce it to nothing by 
[08 their Expenſive Vices! Before they know their Ti- 
1 tle to their Eſtate, they are compell d to give it up 


"to anothers Poſſeſſion; and they trifle away the 
Wiiheritance that deſcended to them, before they 
'or have ſurvey'd the meaſure of their Land. Yeſter- 


Things of this World, and ſeem d to have more 
than their Luxury could conſume; But to Day, 


lo give them Food and Raiment convenient for them, or 
mogh to ſatisfy their Vices. 


leck Health and Strength, and had not the leaſt 
Ppearance of Diſeaſe, or notice of Pain, that yet 


hun the compaſs of a few Years, their Youth and 


KF] * * & 
4 Witt * 


about 


\ 


Work, and cannot withhold themſelves from it, 


ly they were compaſs d about with the good 


lhey have not enough to anſwer their Creditors, or 
which is worſe in their eſteem) they have not 


"How many alſo are there, that were Blefs'd with 


eary themſelves ſo faſt, by ſerving their Sins, that 


Kneth is paſs d away; and they can hardly drag 


\ 


about their feeble Body, Formented with aking 
Hains, andfilld with an hoft of Diſeaſes! Though Wilh ( 
they are importun d to abſtain from Sin, while WF 
there is Hope, and to have a tender Regard to their 
Health, while there is yet a poſlibility of Recovery, Mi 
they ſtill go on in the ſame pernicious Courſes, and 
ſill purſue certain Deſtruction. 0 


' Many indeed there are that fall unavoidably into 


the Hands of Death; and notwithſtanding all our 
care, the Bands that hold us together, muſt in time Þ 
be diflolv'd; but they that break off the Thread 
olf Life by Intemperance, are many more in num- * 
ber, than they that Spin it out to its utmoſt length; 
and we may juſtly ſay, that Natural Diſeaſes hae © 
Lain their Thouſands, but Vice its Ten Thouſands, 
Great was the Havock which Perſecution made in 
the Church in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity; and 
Multitudes fell by all the Barbarous Cruelties that 
Malice could Invent, or Tyranny Execute. But more 
have fallen Sacrifices to Vice in one Age, than ever 
died Martyrs for Religion, in all the Ages of Perſecu - 
tion. And the moſt exquiſite Tortures that ever were 
mw: on the Diſciples of Jeſus, could not equal the 
Aiſeries of that Dying Life, and Lingring Death, 
which are frequently the Conſequences of Sin. 
But tho Experience tells us that this is true, yet 
_ fooliſh Man ſtill wears out himſelf in obeying hs 
Luſts, and carrys his Chains even to the brink 0 
the Grave. His Tyrannical Maſters bid him do 
their Work with diligence, when he is incapable 0 
doing it with pleaſure. They will not ſuffer him 
to make an Abatement, but urge him on to the com. 
miſſion of his uſual Vices, when he ſickens at the 


thoughts of 7 thim:: 7! - 


full zale' of Brick of the Children of 1jracl, cho the 


refus d 


. (6170 


refus'd to give them Straw, and inſolently ask d them, 
e Wherefore have ye not fulfill 4 your Tas in making 


Brich, both Yeſterday and to Day, as heretofore? 


Let the ſenſe of this wretched Slavery prevail | 


with you that have not yet forfeited your Liberty, 


ſtill to preſerve that glorious Privilege. (6) Be ſfrong _ 
7 


and of a good courage. Be not afraid, neither be diſmay 
far the Lord your God u with you whither ſoever you go. 


” 


And as for you that have been deceiv'd by the 


pretences of Sin, and unhappily drawn into its 
Snares, let me intreat you to conſider your Condi- 
tion, till you are moyd with Indignation againſt 
your deceitful Enemy, and are reſoly'd to recover 
the Dignity of your Nature. 


You are indeed unable of your ſelves to help your 
ſelves, but let this incline you to fly (c) to the Throne 


of Grace; there you will find help in time of need. 
God the Protector of all that truſt in him, without whom 
nothing is Strong, nothing 16 Holy, will enable you to 


think and do always ſuch Things as are Rightful; and 


you who cannot do any thing that is Good without him, will 
by him be enabled to live according to hu WA, And 


if God ſhould (4) make you Free, then you. will be 


Free indeed, You will Riſe from Corruption, as 
the Bleſſed Jeſus did from the Grave, (e) having loo d 
the pains of Death, becauſe it was not poſſible that he 
ſhould be holden of it. f 
(f) Awake, Awake, Therefore, put on your Strength, 
| ſhake your ſelves from the Duſt, looſe your ſelves from 


the bands of your Necks. (g) For the Lord hath pro- 
daim d Liberty to the Captives, and the opening of the 


Priſon to them that are Bound. 


(a) Exod. 5. 14. (6) Joſh: 1. 9. Heb. 4. 16. d hn 8. 36 
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